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CLUE 1 
Welcome to the 2026 Bottle Hunt, Zone 4! 
When added to their sum, that is Y2K more. 
Where am I? In national popularity, I only lose to one.  
But if your symptoms include a gaze like through a frosty pane,  
You are equally as off as if you chose to approach the sheriff with no refrain. 
I surmise this Pursuit will sprinkle Happiness in your Life,  
And I challenge you to take Liberties and seek treasures rich and rife! 

 
SOLVE 1 
This clue welcomes the hunter and drives right into the first clue: 26 added to 2000 is the current 
year, 2026. There are 26 counties in the United States named Jefferson. In a popularity race, there is 
only one name more used for US Counties: Washington County. A synonym for a cataract is a 
waterfall and a person approaching the sheriff with no refrain is a crook, so the next part of the clue 
is warning you that the county with the name like a waterfall (Deschutes) and Crook County are not 
correct. The last sentence uses the words, “Life” “Liberties” “Pursuit” and “Happiness” as a hint 
towards one of Thomas Jefferson’s famous portions of the Declaration of Independence. 

 
CLUE 2 
Founded in ‘95, their story began when 63 was bestowed. 
30 years later, more than 75% gold it showed. 
In the namesake the treasure is missing, but have faith in the plot. 
Still need help? Zac’s ride will lead you to the bounty sought. 

 

SOLVE 2 

This clue is telling the origin story of the Deschutes Land Trust. The Deschutes Land Trust was 
founded in 1995, and received its first charitable donation of land in 1996; The Indian Ford Meadow 
Preserve at 63 acres. Bestowed is another word for entrusted or given. 30 years after it was 
founded, the Deschutes Land Trust has grown to 18,742 acres: 75% pure gold is also known as 18K 
or 18 karat.  In the namesake the treasure is missing is another clue to defer you from looking in 
Deschutes County, as the bottle is hidden in Jefferson. Have faith in the plot is a play on words for  

(solve continued on next page) 
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“land trust.” The last line of the clue references a song from country singer Zac Brown, “Highway 20 
Ride,” telling the hunter to look at a location that is accessed from Highway 20. The Metolius 
Preserve is accessed off Highway 20. 

 

CLUE 3 

Gather round the campfire my friends, here are your clues: 
Dr. Seuss knew that One Fish will guide you through. 
Defend and protect will lead to the end, 
Not to a town nor river shall you seek or wend. 
What, Zac didn’t help? Mirabel knows the way, 
Follow her fluttery fashion and 600 and you won’t go astray. 
 

SOLVE 3 

One small hint in the first sentence; campfire is a small hint to Camp Sherman. The second sentence 
of this clue references Dr. Seuss’ famous book, One Fish, Two Fish, Red Fish, Blue Fish. On the 
cover of this book, the fish next to One Fish is white. The name Metolius originates from the Sahaptin 
word, Met-toe-las, which means “white fish” and refers to a light-colored Chinook salmon. The next 
part of the clue uses two synonyms for preserve: defend and protect. This sentence also warns the 
hunter to avoid the town and river with the same name, Metolius. This is a crucial key of the clue to 
identify that the preserve the hunter should be looking at is the Metolius Preserve, not the Metolius 
River Preserve. These are two separate preserves both under the care of the Deschutes Land Trust. 
The last part of the clue is another cultural reference to the location. Mirabel is the main character in 
the Disney movie Encanto. In this movie Encanto, butterflies are a main theme throughout the movie, 
and Mirabel has many of them embroidered on her dress. The Metolius Preserve is a premier site for 
viewing butterflies, with over 50 different butterfly species found in the preserve. The gravel road that 
leads to the parking lot for the North Trailhead of the Metolius Preserve is road 600. 

 

FOUND! 
 

CLUE 4 

We aren’t at sea so don’t get sick, the LXXX is almost here 
Take a moment and enjoy where gravity dances with enchantment near. 
(clue continued on next page) 
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Refuel your soul and whip, Leithauser has you covered tonight 
The Great Charter, finally! But it’s the year of his demise that will lead you right.  
Follow this to find North next to North. 
Did you SOLVE the clues yet, or are you stumped? Take a break, and enjoy the babble. 

 

SOLVE 4 

This clue starts by narrowing the search closer to the bottle by referring Camp Sherman and the 
Wizard Falls Fish Hatchery. Getting sea sick is also referred to as “feeding the fish,” and that activity 
can be done at the fish hatchery.  

Wizard Falls Fish Hatchery opened in 1927, and will be celebrating 80 year anniversary next year. 
LXXX is the roman numeral for 80. The next sentence is a play on words telling the hunter to check 
out Wizard Falls, “where gravity dances with enchantment near.” After checking out the falls, the clue 
invited the hunter to stop at the Camp Sherman store. The Camp Sherman store was built by Frank 
Leithauser, and is a spot to grab a snack and still has one operating gas pump (refuel your soul and 
whip). “Whip” is current slang for a fancy car.  

Next, the clue refers to the Great Charter aka Magna Carta. The Magna Carta was signed by King 
John in 1215, and King John passed away a year later in 1216. Road 1216 will take you to the North 
Trailhead Parking Lot. The next line of the clue is another directional clue telling you to take road 
1216 SW from the Camp Sherman Store to the North Trailhead parking lot for the Metolius Preserve. 
North is intentionally capitalized since it is part of the name of the trailhead. Finally, the last sentence 
uses words specific to the hiding place: stump and babble (babbling creek). Take a break is a gentle 
nudge to sit on a bench. The bottle is hidden behind a bench along the North Fork Lake Creek in a 
stump. 

 

CLUE 5 

What section to choose? An impermanent choice among those that never lose color. 
Cross not the wooden bridge, but stay along the North divide. 
Need a rest? Not Walter, but Bruce will be your guide.  
Cast your eyes behind where your heart rests near. 
A wooden crater guarding a dead spear. 
The treasure rests under the hollow below here. 
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SOLVE 5 

There are three sections to the Metolius Preserve, each identified by the dominant type of tree in that 
area. The bottle is hidden in the Larch Trail Section of the preserve. An impermanent choice is 
referring to choosing the Larch (deciduous) section instead of the fir or pine options (evergreen = 
never lose color). The clue writer warns in the next line to cross not the wooden bridge; from the 
North Trailhead Parking Lot, there is a small .6 mile loop, and at the only intersection for this loop, 
there is a bridge to cross to go deeper into the preserve towards the South Trailhead. Continue the 
loop back to the parking lot and avoid crossing the bridge. Stay along the North divide, is reiterating 
the bottle is along the North Fork Lake Creek. If you take the loop from the parking lot going 
clockwise (main trail past the kiosk), there is a bench a few hundred meters from the parking lot that 
overlooks North Fork Lake Creek and is dedicated to Bruce Waterman White, a founding member of 
the Deschutes Land Trust. While they share a last name, Walter White is another cultural hint nodding 
to the main character in Breaking Bad. Cast your eyes behind where your heart rests is telling the 
hunter that while sitting on the bench, look over your left shoulder. You will see a few feet behind you 
a hollowed out rotten tree stump with a skinny snag still upright in its center (a wooden crater 
guarding a dead spear). The bottle is tucked nice and snug just under the inside lip of the old tree 
stump.  

 
 

 

 
 
 


